
On Good Friday, Park Slope United Methodist Church has a tradition of
walking through the neighborhood streets and offering prayers at different
places. This year, as with our other religious observances, we are not
gathering in groups and many of us have self-isolated. This year our walk
looks different and perhaps too, our prayers. 
 
The following prayer walk can be done at anytime and can be incorporated
into your daily walk if that is your practice. Prayers can also be said from your
home in a set aside place or perhaps setting up prayer stations using
photographs or other images to guide you. You can pray one a day or one an
hour, or set a aside time to pray for each location in one session. 
 
And while I have named some specific places that are near the church, if you
are in a different neighborhood, select corresponding places for your context.
Stops can be observed in whichever order works best for you. 
 
While I wrote the prayers with Good Friday in mind, with the exception of the
opening prayer, they are not specific to the events of Good Friday and can be
lifted up anytime. These prayers are not designed to replicate or coordinate
with the Stations of the Cross though perhaps you will find ways to
synchronize them if that is part of your tradition. 
 
As you stop at each place, be aware of the lives that are associated with it.
Offer thanksgiving for the role each place has in our community and offer a
prayer of healing for those who are feeling broken. I encourage you to carry a
cross with you as a visible sign of what you are doing. Your cross can be made
by tying two sticks together or select one from your home. While you don’t
need to shout, saying the prayer out loud deepens the intention and
awareness while providing encouragements to those who witness your
prayers. 
 
Finally, please be safe. Wear a face mask to avoid doing unintentional harm.
Don’t touch anything while you are outside. As soon as you return home, take
off your shoes and wash your hands. Practice social distancing. And stay home
if you are in a high risk group, feeling ill, or if a walk outside is not in your
best interest. God hears your prayers wherever you are. 
 
My prayers are with you as you begin this journey. Thank you for covering the
community with this witness of God’s love for all the people.
 
Peace,
Rev. Melissa Hinnen
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Merciful God,
You love us enough 
to come to earth and teach us 
     how to live in right relationship 
     with you and with one another.
 
You love us so much
     that your are willing to 
     die because of our sins. 
 
Give me courage to be present 
     in this day of sadness.
Even while death and grief seem to permeate 
     the very air we breathe right now,
I cannot begin to comprehend the
     pain and brutality
     inflicted  on our beloved Jesus.
 
I think about his final hours in agony,
     the grief of  those gathered around him 
     at the foot of the cross, 
     and the fear of  his friends who were hiding. 
 
Today, I confess the fears that I have 
      for myself, for loved ones, 
      and for your world.
 
The crucifixion of Jesus Christ is a reminder
      of the most ugly and hateful parts of humanity.
As Jesus took all the world’s sin and pain 
      into his hands
     and feet with nails driven into them, 
He still interceded          
     asking for forgiveness          
     for those who had tormented him.
 
Help me to extend forgiveness and mercy.
Show us how to be better stewards of your gifts.
Forgive me,
    for the ways that I continue 
to inflict pain on that which is holy to you.
 
On this day of 
    prayer, mourning, and repentance  
    show me how to journey
    to the foot of the cross.
 
Open my heart to the needs of my neighbors. Show
me signs of hope in our community. 
 
Bless every step that creates a path of love, healing,
and grace in the name of your son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Crucifixion, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a
project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville,
TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=56509 [retrieved April 6, 2020].
Original source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Parroquia
_de_la_Asunci%C3%B3n_de_Mar%C3%ADa_(Coate
pec_Harinas)_Estado_de_M%C3%A9xico,M%C3%A9
xico.jpg
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 Thank you God, for this church home and for
all of the faithful people who came before us
and those who will come after us. Fill our
members and friends and everyone who is
connected with this building with your grace
and love. Be with 12 step groups, Bean
Sprouts, White Bird and other groups who are
on pause, waiting to gather in this space
again. Connect us through your loving Spirit
until it is time for us to connect once again in
person.

Park Slope United Methodist Church
Ephesians 2:19-22 So then you are no longer
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints, and are of God's
household, having been built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
Himself being the corner stone, in whom the
whole building, being fitted together, is
growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in
whom you also are being built together into a
dwelling of God in the Spirit.
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Thank you for Pam, Giftay, Scott, Alejandro, Terry, Maya, Rev. Kathryn and Rev. Melissa
who faithfully staff the ministry needs of this congregation. Thank you for the church
leaders, gardeners, carpenters, trustees, masons, roofers, and others who care for the
upkeep of this building and ministries.  
 
As people walk by this corner, may their hearts be warmed with a spark of love and grace.
Reading the PSUMC Creed may they know that there is a place for them here.
(Lift up specific names and situations of our church family)

Camp Friendship
 
Acts 2:1-3  When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound
like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,
and a tongue rested on each of them.
 
Holy God, just as you birthed your church on the day of Pentecost,
we give thanks for the birth of the Methodist movement in Park
Slope. Thank you for the seeds of Wesleyan personal and social
holiness that were planted and rooted in the original space that
became what is now Park Slope United Methodist Church. Thank you
for this building that through Camp Friendship now offers outreach
to children in our community. 
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Spirit of Wisdom, thank you for those who are educating young people in this
challenging time. Equip the students and teachers with patience and grace. Comfort
students who are experiencing disappointment over missing friends, school events,
and celebrating milestones. Remind teachers and students that they are made in
your image and beloved by you. 
(Lift up prayers for educators, teens, and youth that you know)

Schools

Proverbs 4:6-7 Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love
her, and she will watch over you. Wisdom is supreme; therefore get
wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get understanding.
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Early Childhood Centers
Matthew 19:14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it
is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”
 
Lover of children, thank you for these spaces that care and cradle some of your most
precious little ones. While they are away from their early learning surroundings,
protect them from the anxiety in the world that surrounds them. Give the adults who
are caring for them patience and wisdom to lovingly teach them how to navigate your
wondrous world.  (Lift up prayers for children, babies, teachers, parents and other
caregivers)
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Provisional God, pour out your Spirit on the people who reside in this home. Give
them strength of spirit and knowledge of you. Fill them with your love so that they
know that you are always journeying with them through joy and sorrow and
struggle. Heal any brokenness and restore to wholeness every person in the name
of Jesus. Be with those who are ill and strengthen them in body, mind, and spirit.
Amen (lift up prayers for specific families living in this neighborhood)

Families and Homes
Isaiah 65:21 They shall
build houses and inhabit
them; they shall plant
vineyards and eat their
fruit.
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Isaiah 55:12  For you shall go out in joy, and be led
back in peace; the mountains and the hills before
you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the
field shall clap their hands.
 
God of time and place, as people come and go to
essential responsibilities, grant them traveling
mercies. As they arrive in in this community fill
them with a sense of welcome and peace.  In
departing, fill them with your hope and a sense of
joy to carry into new spaces.  
(Lift up places in the world in need of healing and
grace. Pray for those who are still  commuting
and those who have temporarily traveled outside
the city)
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Bus Stop/Subway



Holy One, thank you for our siblings in Christ. Bless their
ministries and congregations. Be with the pastors as they
lead their congregations through the pandemic. Show us
ways to work together to share the saving grace of Jesus in
this community, and make disciples for the transformation
of your world.
 
Lift a prayer for pastors and congregations of Grace UMC,
Old First, Greenwood Baptist, All Saints, St. John-St.
Matthew-Emanuel Lutheran Church, Church of
Gethsemane and other Ecumenical Partners

Ecumenical Partners
Ephesians 4:1-6 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge
you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit.

P S U M C  P R A Y E R  W A L K  

Ecclesiastes 9:4-12 Two are better than one, because they
have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift
up the other; but woe to one who is alone and falls and does
not have another to help. Again, if two lie together, they keep
warm; but how can one keep warm alone? And though one
might prevail against another, two will withstand one. A
threefold cord is not quickly broken.

Rev. Melissa Hinnen, Park Slope United Methodist Church

Interfaith Partners

God, Yahweh, Allah, in our observance of Holy Days we offer thanks for our
interfaith partners. We pray for end to religious persecution. Reinforce our
commitment to fighting anti-Semitism and Islamaphobia.  Bolster our work together
for the common good of your community in ministries that lead to salaam, shalom,
peace. Amen.(specific prayers)

Mission Partners: CHIPS, YMCA, Gethsemane 
Matthew 25:35-36; 40 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.’ . . .   ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.’
  Gracious God, thank you for generosity that creates networks of caring for neighbors
in need of food and shelter. Be with those who are hungry and without homes. Help us
to see your image in every one of our neighbors. Give us vision to address systems of
inequality and poverty until everyone’s basic needs are met. Thank you for our Sunday
Dinner and be with our guests and volunteers until we can gather in person once
again. 
 
Even as this illness crosses every boundary, the stark inequalities are being brought
out of the shadows in this crisis. Show us a way forward that steps into the gaps and
that builds new systems reflecting the love that you have for everyone. (specific
prayers for our neighbors, social workers, and all who are in need)



Intersection of 7th Avenue and 9th Street
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Favorite Gathering Spots

Celebratory God, we delight in the richness of your creation and give thanks for
these places that have offered us fun times with family and friends. Be with the
employees, owners, and managers especially those who are on pause from their
livelihoods. Thank you for those who continue to offer nourishing and delicious food
and drinks. We look forward to the day when once again people may gather, filled
with a spirit of community, and nourished by companionship.

 
Ezekiel 20:6 On that day I swore to them that I would bring them out of the land of
Egypt into a land that I had searched out for them, a land flowing with milk and honey,
the most glorious of all lands.
 

1 Peter 4:10 Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with
whatever gift each of you has received.

As we stand at the intersection of local businesses, pour out your Spirit on all of the
shop owners, employees, and customers. In all transactions enable equity and
connection. As relationships are built, create opportunities for lifting up your love and
grace. In this time of uncertainty give us the resolve to keep these vital community
resources alive. 

Bakeries and Cafes

Liberating God, thank you for providing bread and fuel for the journey. Just as you
care for our needs, help us to care for others, loving our neighbor as our selves.
Bless the hands of bakers so that all who receive the fruit of their labor will know
the sweetness of your love. We remember that the disciples gathered with Jesus at
the last supper, breaking bread and sharing the cup of salvation. Remind us that
Jesus is the bread of life and that we are connected to you and to each other
through him. Amen. (offer prayers for local business and employees)

 
Exodus 12:39 They baked unleavened cakes of the dough that they had brought out of
Egypt; it was not leavened, because they were driven out of Egypt and could not wait,
nor had they prepared any provisions for themselves.
 



Amos 5:24 24 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing
stream!

Justice seeking advocate, thank you for the gifts of the local officials and
administrators who work to keep Brooklyn peaceful and ordered when if feels
like the world is falling apart. In all matters open their hearts to seek
restorative justice. Thank you for the police officers who serve and protect your
people. Thank you for the judges who seek justice with fairness and mercy.
Protect them and keep them focused on building your beloved community
through their faithful and fair work. 
 
Fill the government leaders with compassion for the people they serve. Grant
them wisdom and discernment. Remove ego and replace it with a sense of
courage and duty that puts people first. Move them to cooperate and work
together to best respond to the needs of your children, remembering that those
in the margins are the most vulnerable.  
 
Be with those who are caught up in the justice system. Give them strength and
comfort and draw them closer to you. Replace feelings of resentment and
revenge with paths to forgiveness and reconciliation. (Lift up prayers for
government workers, first responders, and those who are imprisoned)

Police Precinct and 
        Offices of Elected Officials
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Theatre, Music, and Art

Prayer  God our Creator, you are the master artist. Thank you for the beauty in the
world. Thank you for the gifts of art, music, and theatre that bring so much joy and
healing in these days of trial. Care for the people who have these talents. Give them
space for expression. May our appreciation for your creation increase as we pay
attention to the designs of your children.  (lift up prayers for artists and musicians)

 
Exodus 35:35 God has filled them with skill to do every kind of work done by an artisan
or by a designer or by an embroiderer in blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and in fine
linen, or by a weaver—by any sort of artisan or skilled designer.
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Prospect Park

Thank you, Divine Creator, for the wide-open spaces, the trees that offer shade, the
flowers that bloom with a seasonal rhythm. Thank you for the reminder of your
mercies that are new every day. Give us vision and resolve to care for your earth and
all that is in it. Bless this park so that each person who comes here receives
restoration. (Lift up prayers for creation).

 
Psalm 104:24  O Lord, how manifold are your works. In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
 

 
Isaiah 35:1-2 The wilderness and the dry land
shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and
blossom; like the crocus    it shall blossom
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.
“For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the
skies, for the love which from our birth over and
around us lies. For the beauty of the hour of the
day and of the night, hill and vale, and tree and
flower, sun and moon and stars of light. Lord of all
to thee we raise, this our joyful prayer of praise.”
(Folliott S. Pierpoint)

 
Isaiah 66:12 For thus says the Lord: I will extend prosperity to her like a river, and the
wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall nurse and be carried on
her arm.

Merciful God, looking out to where the Hudson meets the bay, we remember that for
thousands of years, the space where we prayerfully gather today was under the care
of the Canarsee tribe of the Lenape . Their presence is remembered and woven into
the history of this community. Thank you for this “river that flows both ways,” that
was once called, “Mahicantuck.” Strengthen our commitment to care for the water in
this community.  “If there is no water, there is no tomorrow. Water is life. Water is
medicine.” Be with all indigenous people as the pandemic threatens to take even
more lives from a population who is already struggling to survive. Amen. 
(lift up prayers for Native Americans and for water sources)

Trees, Gardens, Flowers

NY Harbor & Indigenous People



Divine Healer, Thank you for the brave hospital staff and EMTs who are committed
to responding to the pandemic with the gift of healing. Protect them and fill them
with courage in the knowledge that you are with them. Stir peace in the hearts of
their families who are anxiously waiting for their loved ones to return home.
 
Fill the doctors, nurses, and other health care workers with strength, focus, and
perseverance. Guide their hands as they work with each patient. Open them to
experience your strength as they use the healing gifts you have given to them.
Cover them in body, mind, and spirit with protection as they face this holy work. 
 
Be with those who are sick with Covid-19 and other illnesses. May they experience
your healing power. Relieve them from their pain and suffering. Guide them to the
treatment and care that can best serve them. 
 
For those who don’t have adequate health care coverage or who are living in the
shadows, meet them where they are. Clear a path of possibility, healing, and hope.  
(Lift up prayers for health care workers and those who are sick)

New York Presbyterian - 
       Brooklyn Methodist Hospital

Joshua 1:9 I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you.
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Life giving creator, thank you for the examples of the saints who have gone before
us. We remember that even when loved ones cannot be present, you are with your
children as they die. You are the calming source of love that calls them home. In
you there is no more pain or suffering. In you our souls find eternal rest. 
 
Be with those who mourn. Wrap your love around them like a warm quilt. Invite
those who grieve to lean into your peaceful embrace. Surround them with the
words and comfort of those who love them even when they are physically distant. 
 
Thank you for the empty tomb that reminds us of your promise of everlasting life
through your son, Jesus Christ. Give those, whom we have lost, eternal rest in your
Divine love. Help us to keep their memories alive by taking on the best qualities of
those we love. (lift up the names of those who have died). 
In Jesus' name I pray. Amen

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run
with perseverance the race that is set before us.

Greenwood Cemetery
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